
WARSAW
The study tour will begin with an orientation program and 
a three-day visit in Warsaw as an entrée into the country’s 
complex historical, political and cultural narratives. Through 
guided visits to Warsaw’s Old Town, Royal Route, Pilsudski 
Square, Palace of Culture and Science, Łazienki Park, the 
University Library, POLIN Museum of the History of Polish 
Jews and the Warsaw Rising Museum, among other sites and 
venues, participants will explore Warsaw’s past and present. 
Themes addressed: Warsaw, the Phoenix City: Reconstruction 
and Destruction of Polish Heritage; Deconstructing Myths and 
Stereotypes: Transforming the Past into a Living Identity; and 
Absence and Presence: Memory, Space, Art & Innovation. 

The 11-day intensive programs includes guided ours, seminar 
sessions and interactive workshops with academics, communal 
and business leaders, social and cultural entrepreneurs along 
informal meetings with peers held over lunches and dinners.

Each day will begin with a “Framing the Day” session led 
by the faculty advisor, along with a brief Polish and Yiddish 
language lesson, introducing words/phrases that reflect the 
day’s theme.
                                     
WARSAW – KAZIMIERZ DOLNY – LUBLIN
After visiting Warsaw, participants will travel to the south 
of Poland. The tour takes participants through the Polish 
countryside, and its varigated landscapes. The program 
includes a brief stop in Kazimierz Dolny, one of the most 
charming places in Poland, now an artist colony. In addition to 
an interactive art workshop, participants will taste the famous 
rooster shaped sweet bread. The tour continues to Lublin, 
a recent candidate for the title of “2016 European Capital of 
Culture”.  A walking tour of the city includes the Chapel of the 
Holy Trinity, the Chachmei Lublin Yeshiva, the Lublin Castle 
and a panoramic view from the castle’s keep. 

LUBLIN – SANDOMIERZ - KRAKÓW
During the next day in Lublin, participants will learn 
about the important role of the city and its influence on 
Polish multicultural heritage. Lublin is an example of a 
“border city,” in which Roman Catholicism and Orthodoxy 
intertwined, together with Judaism. Participants will meet 
with representatives and students of John Paul II Catholic 
University of Lublin (KUL), the oldest university in Lublin, and 
a tour with their peers in Brama Grodzka, an NGO dedicated 
to the preservation of Lublin’s Jewish heritage. Next, they will 
travel to Sandomierz and take a short evening walk through 
the city’s Old Town including cathedral and the former 
synagogue.

KRAKÓW
The four days in Kraków, a city listed on UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List, highlights an urban space in which modernity 
encounters the past.  It will introduce the themes through visits 
to the Royal Castle, the Old Town, Market Square, Collegium 
Maius, Krakow’s revitalized Jewish district, Kazimierz. The visit  
will also include workshops and sessions with academics and 
an exploration Krakow’s Underground Culture.

Themes include: Underground City, Underground Culture in 
Krakow; Urban Renewal in Kazimierz: Bridging the Past and 
and the Present and Toward a Silicon Valley.

KRAKÓW – AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU – KRAKÓW
Guided visit to the former German concentration and 
extermination camp, followed by a session at the Center for 
Dialogue and Prayer.

KRAKÓW – WIELICZKA – KRAKÓW
In Wieliczka Salt Mines, a world renowned tourist attraction 
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the participants will 
continue the theme of Underground Culture and will learn 
about this exceptional site in the context of the trade routes, 
and the development of Polish commerce and society.

KRAKÓW – BESKID NISKI 
Throughout the three day visit in Beskid Niski region, they 
will experience rulal life at the family run eco-tourist farm, 
in the heart of Lemkowszczyzna and Beskid Niski; they will 
learn about the multicultural history of this place through 
workshops: “Polish Landscapes: Literature, Memory, Identity” 
and „Galician Multiculturalism and Changing Narratives of 
Polishness”. They will have an opportunity to improve their 
hiking skills in Beskid Niski mountains and relax afterwards by 
listening to the concert of Lemko musicians.

BESKID NISKI – WARSAW
Departure from Warsaw.

Proposed presenters: Dr. Agnieszka Pasieka, Dr. Krzysztof 
Kowalski, Dr. Jolanta Ambroszewicz-Jacobs, Shana Penn, 
Janusz Makuch, Piotr Mucharski, Dr. Anna Sommer Schneider, 
Dr. Piotr Laskowski, Dr. Annamaria Orla-Bukowska Dr. Piotr 
Podemski,  Dr. Dariusz Stola, Andrzej Stasiuk, Dr. Sebastian 
Rejak, Łucja Koch, Stanisław Obirek, and Dr. Edyta Gawron. 
Marian Turski, Marcelo Andino Velez

Note: Itineraries are subject to change.
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KRAKÓW (Arrival in Kraków)

The 11-day study tour will begin with an orientation session and 
a four-day visit in Krakow as a portal into Polish multicultural 
history, traditions and contemporary life. The program 
includes: panel discussions, walking tours, site visits, sessions 
with leading academics, interactive workshops, and special 
meetings with communal and business leaders, social and 
cultural entrepreneurs. Informal gatherings and meetings with 
peers are hosted over lunches and dinners.

Each day will begin with a “Framing the Day” session led by the 
Faculty Advisor, along with a brief Polish and Yiddish language 
lesson, introducing words/phrases that reflect the day’s themes.

The former royal city of Krakow, with its charming Old Town, and 
now listed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List, is a place where 
modernity encounters the past. The themes: Underground City, 
Underground Culture in Krakow; Urban Renewal: Bridging the 
Past and and the Present; and Toward a New Silicon Valley will 
be introduced through visits to the Royal Castle, the Old Town 
and Market Square, Collegium Maius, and Krakow’s revitalized 
Jewish district, Kazimierz.

KRAKÓW – AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU – OSWIECIM – KRAKÓW
The guided study visit to the former German concentration and 
extermination camp, followed by a session at the Center for 
Dialogue and Prayer in the city of Oswiecim.

KRAKÓW – SANDOMIERZ – KAZIMIERZ DOLNY – WARSAW
Following the Vistula river north en route to Warsaw, the tour 
continues through Sandomierz, an enchanting medieval city 
located on a former trade route, and to one of the country’s 
most charming towns, Kazmierz Dolny, now a vibrant artist 
colony. In addition to an interactive art workshop, participants 
will taste the famous rooster shaped sweet bread.

WARSAW
The three-day visit in Warsaw, the country’s capital and cultural, 
political and economic hub, introduces new issues essential 
to understand better the country’s complex history, and its 

extraordinary evolution as a post-Communist democracy.  
Participants will explore themes such as: Warsaw, the Phoenix 
City: Reconstruction and Destruction of Polish Heritage: 
Deconstructing Myths and Stereotypes: Transforming the 
Past into a Living Identity: Memory, Space, Art & Innovation. 
Participants will visit different venues and sites among them 
POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews, the Warsaw Rising 
Museum 1944 and Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art 
and will explore the city’s rebuilt Old Town, the Royal Route, 
and the beautiful Lazenki Park.

WARSAW – TORUŃ – MALBORK – GDAŃSK - SOPOT
Continuing to follow  the Vistula river north, the tour takes 
participants to Toruń, a beautiful academic town, and a visit to  
Malbork, the largest medieval castle in Poland.

GDANSK:  
The three-day visit in Gdańsk, a city strongly connected with 
Polish and European history, is also the birthplace of Poland’s 
Solidarity movement ,which forced the fall of the Communist 
regime in 1989. The visit will introduce themes among them 
reedom: Commemoration and National memory; and, The 
Multicultural Traditions of Polish Amber Coast..

Proposed presenters: Dr. Agnieszka Pasieka), Dr. Krzysztof 
Kowalski, Dr. Jolanta Ambroszewicz-Jacobs, Shana Penn, 
Janusz Makuch, Piotr Mucharski, Dr. Anna Sommer Schneider, 
Dr. Piotr Laskowski, Dr. Annamaria Orla-Bukowska Dr. Piotr 
Podemski,  Dr. Dariusz Stola, Andrzej Stasiuk, Dr. Sebastian 
Rejak, Łucja Koch, Stanisław Obirek, and Dr. Edyta Gawron. 
Marian Turski, and Marcelo Andino Velez.

Note: Itineraries are subject to change.
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For more information, please contact:  
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